
 
 

 
Agenda item 6 refers 
 
1. Councillor Simon Carter, to Councillor Mike Danvers, Portfolio Holder 

for Resources. 
 

In your first budget in February 2013 you abolished the free first hour of 
parking in council-owned car parks, a decision which underwent a rapid U-
turn and the free hour re-introduced.  At the same time, the option of a 
voluntary donation was introduced to go to local charities. 
 
How much did it cost to change the ticket machines to remove the free hour 
and then reinstate it and to process the donation?  And how much money has 
been raised in each year since?  

 
Response from Councillor Mike Danvers, Portfolio Holder for 
Resources. 
 
As you will be aware, it was the last Conservative administration that put the 
car parking charges in place. As part of producing a balanced and sustainable 
budget, in the light of central Government cuts, all options for balancing the 
budget were explored.  
 
The Council’s budget for 2013/14 initially proposed the introduction of a 20p 
charge for the first hour of parking in the neighbourhood shopping centres.  
 
However, the Council was cognisant of, and receptive to, public and business 
opinion at the time and the subsequent changes to tariffs was made to take 
up the shortfall in budget as a result of not introducing 20p tariff.  
 
These changes were made prior to implementation (September 2013) and as 
a result there were no additional costs. The cost for amending machines and 
advertising new tariffs in the local press would have been the same circa 
£950. This had to be done because of the other changes to charges, in line 
with the Traffic Regulations Orders.  
 
The income from the neighbourhood centre car parks including any 20p 
donations has enabled the Council to continue to allocate partnership grants 
since 2013 and last year it allocated £130,000.  
 
However, I am unable to give you a breakdown of the 20p income as the 
Council’s accounts are not structured in a way which allows for this.  
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